Abstract: Onychocytic matricoma is a newly described tumor of the nail matrix. Clinically, it presents with localized thickening of the nail plate and melanonychia. Histologically, it represents a benign acanthoma of onychocytes. There are 8 cases reported in the literature. A 12-year-old girl presented with localized melanonychia and concurrent thickening of the nail plate restricted to the area of pigmentation affecting the right thumb, with no history of trauma or pain. We report a case of this rare tumor occurring in late childhood and provide a comprehensive review of its clinical presentation and differential diagnosis. Both clinicians and dermatopathologists should be aware of the presentation of onychocytic matricoma and include it in their scope of diagnosis of longitudinal nail bands.
INTRODUCTION
Matrical tumors are a diverse group of neoplasms composed of cells with matrical differentiation. Onychomatricoma was the only matrical tumor identified in the nail unit until Perrin et al.
described the onychocytic matricoma in 2012. 2, 3 This tumor typically presents as a localized thickening of the nail plate that may display concurrent melanonychia and represents a benign acanthoma of onychocytes. We report a case of onychocytic matricoma occurring in late childhood and provide a comprehensive review of its clinical presentation and differential diagnosis. thickening of the nail plate that can simulate a foreign body, nevus, or even melanoma. 1, 2, 3 There is one case report of hypopigmented type that was characterized by a band of xanthonychia obscuring the lunula, also presenting splinter hemorrhages. 4 According to previous case reports, the patient may notice the tumor 3 months to 4 years before seeing a dermatologist, and age at onset can vary from 12 to 80 years. [1] [2] [3] [4] Histologically, onychocytic matricoma consists of a basal Moreover, irritated seborrheic keratosis is among the histological differentials. [1] [2] [3] [4] Onychomatricoma, onychocytic matricoma, and onycho- Subungual seborrheic keratosis is a yellowish-white longitudinal band with splinter hemorrhages and subungual localized hyperkeratosis. However, a helpful additional feature is the presence of white, round-shaped "milia-like" cysts that are observed through the translucent nail plate. 8 The irritated subtype is the entity that can mimic onychocytic matricoma histologically. However, they can be differentiated by the type of cornification, the latter mainly composed of nail plate cells and irritated seborrheic keratosis by squamous eddies with apoptotic cells. 9 We report herein a case of onychocytic matricoma in a 12-year-old female that presented clinically as a foreign body. The authors call the attention of clinicians and dermatopathologists to the existence of onychocytic matricoma in order to add this entity to the differential diagnosis of longitudinal nail bands. q
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